H Movn tov Ayiov Tewpylov Ap-
ué 6ploketar otnv kevtpikn EvGota
KOVTA 610 YwEld DOAAa, 20 YA6-
petpa avotoAikd tne XaAkidag, ce
vpépetpo 340 p. (1. Ta kticpata
KoL 0 TepGAAAwY xOpog kataAap6d-
VOLV GUVOAIKN €kTaoN 2,5 GTPEUUA-
TWV, 68 WPOI0 PLGIKG TePlBAAOV pe
mtotAio VTPV petald TV omolwy
VTTEPLGYVOVY TO TTEVKO KOl 1 eAd. To
KODOAIKO elval apLlepwPévo GTov Aylo
Tedpylo, evod 1 mpocwvvpia Appd,
GUPPWVO Pe TPOGPATN Amoyn opel-
Aetot 6e ToTWVORLO TG TtEptoyng (2).

TAuepa, 10 KaoAkS amotede(tal amd Tov kuplwg vasd (A)
kot 10 vapdnka (B) mov cuvdéovtal pe 6tevéd 0pdoydvio pe-
ta6atikéd xOpo (I). O kvpiwg vade, Tov amolyel 6Ta avato-
Aka oe TpLpepéc lepd, KOTATAGGETAL OPYLITERTOVIKA GTOV TOTTO
TOU GUVOETOV TETPOKLOVIOU EYYEYPOUUEVOD GTOAVPOELOOVC WUE
1p00A0 (3).

H molaidtepn dromiotopévn okodopkn tov @acn ypovo-
Aoyeitar 10 130 audva, ywpic va amokAeletal n dITOEEN TPO-
YEVEGTEPOL TOAULOYPIGTLOVIKOV vao) atnv (Oto déomn. Xe pe-

TOYEVEGTEPOLC XPOVOUC €YEL VTTOGTEL TTOAAEC LETAGKEVEC,
OTILWC 0 VAPONKAC, N GVOLKOIOUNGN KAL N TOLXOYPAPT-
% ON TOL oTo{ov xpovoroyobvrat To 1637, Ghppuwva

| pEe TNV eVTOI(oUEVN ETYPAQPH GTOV AVOUTOAKS
Toly0 10V vaol (4).

Ia v ToryoToLia ToVv VoL YENGLLOTOMON-
Kov apyol Aldot pikpol kol pecaiov peyédoug,
Opavopato TAVIWY Kol 066eGTOROVIOMO KOG GUV-

The monastery of St. George
Arma is situated in central Evia
near the village of Fylla, 20 klm
to the east of Chalkida, at an alti-
tude of 340m (1). The buildings of
the monastery and the surround-
ing area occupy a total of 2.5 acres,
in a beautiful natural environment
consisting of a variety of main-
ly pine trees and olive trees. The
Katholikon, the main church of
the monastery, is dedicated to St.
5 George (Hagios Georgios), under
e the surname Arma, which, accord-
ing to recent views, is owed to a local place-name (2).

Today, the Katholikon consists of the main inner chamber,
the nave (A), and the narthex (B), or vestibule. The narthex and
the nave are connected by a narrow rectangular room (I'). The
nave, which ends to a tripartite sanctuary in the east, belongs to
the complex domed cross-in-square architectural type (the plan
forms an equal-armed cross, inscribed in
a square) with four columns (3). '

The churches’ earliest documented
building phase dates to the 13th centu-
ry, without excluding the possibility of
an earlier, Early Christian church at the
same site. In later years the church un-
derwent many modifications, including
the addition of the narthex and its wall
paintings in 1637, according to the in-
scription on the eastern wall (4).

O0eTikd VAkG. H raAlteyvikn owddeon Ttouv ytiotn owogoaivetar | In the masonry, rough stones of small and medium size
GTNV TOWOTIOLOL TNG AVOTOAKNG TTAEVPAC, TOL elvarl WOLUTEPWC were used, with brick fragments and lime mortar as bond-
ETPUEANUEVT, RADDC EPAPPOGTNKE TO TAVIOTEPRAEIGTO GVGTN- ing material. The fine cloisonné masonry of the eastern wall
ua déunong (5). EmumAéov, kooundnke pe péAn oméd apyaio 1 shows the artistic intentions of the builder (5). The wall is also
TpoyevéaTepa GuavTivd KkTiopota, Omwg N ovdep®TN adorned with spolia from earlier, ancient and byzan-
emioteyn emtopblog 6TNANG, N avayAven TAdKO tine buildings, such as the anthemion crown of a
ue TTEPWTO PovTacTkd (Wo (6), éva tunpa funerary stele, the bas-relief plaque depict-
EMGTUAIOL pe avdepwtd Otdkocuo, To- ing a winged fantastic animal (6), part
pwveg TAGKeG pe avdylvea OevdpUA- of an epistyle with anthemion decora-
Ao (7) kar Tohd@UALoug pédakeg (8), tion, stone slabs with relief trees (7)
kadwg kot N eTTOP6La GTNAN pe TNV and multi-petal rosettes (8) and
ETTLYPAPN OVEYEPGNC KOL TOLXOYPG- finally the reused funerary slab,
@NoNG TOL VAPINKO. which bears the inscription that
Towyoypagpiec coovtal 6to reports on both the chronology
vapdnka, oto petabatiké YwEo of the building and the wall-
KoL Alyo GTTOPAYUATO GTOV KU- paintings of the narthex.
piog vad. Xto vapdnka, mapl- Wall paintings are pre-
GTAVOVTAL GTO GVe® TPNRO TOL served in the narthex, in the
TpovAov ot Afvol (9), eve cto room between the narthex and
YOPNAOTEPO ATEKOVILOVTOL ETEL- the nave and a few remains are
o6dta. aré ™ wn Tov XELETOL, preserved in the nave. On the up-
KOOMOC KAl GRNVEC OTT6 TO UAPTVPLO per zone of the narthex the Ainoi
10V TIPOUEVOL ayiov. To duTkd Tolyo (Psalms of Praise) are depicted (9),
Tov petabotikod xYOpov kataAaubavel while on the lower part episodes
0 kOkAo¢ Tov [Taddv, Tov ypovoloyeltal from the life of Christ can be viewed,
mdavétata ota 1€An Tou 160V cLva. LTOV as well as scenes of the martyrdom of the
KLPIWC vad, Ta AYOOTA TUNPOTO. TOLYOYPOPLOY honoured saint. The western wall of the room
OVIIKOUV GE TIPOYEVEGTEPEG PAGELS OTTO AUTEG TOV between narthex and nave is adorned with wall
véponka (10). paintings with scenes from the Passion of Christ, prob-
Koatd v avacragiki €peuva 610 0vOToAkE TOL V00D, ably dated to the end of the 16th century. In the nave, the few
TOV TPONYNONKE TOV €PYOCLOV, OTORAADPINKOYV OV0 TAPEG remaining wall paintings belong to earlier phases (10).
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koLt N Ogpedivon
. Tou TpikOYYOUL Le-

poV. To onpavti-
KOTEPO €VPNWO. TNC
avOooKOPNG elval To
aonpévio vopGpa omod TN
Paykotca (enuepvé NtovpumpdBGvik)
10V Ypovoloyeltatl To 1646, GTolyelo TTOL EVIGYVEL TNV ATTOWYN
0Tl 6Ta péca Tov 170V aLOVA TEAYLOTOTOLOVVTOL ERTETAUEVEG
gpyaciec 6to xOpo tng Moving (11).

AT6 10 pé€oo TOL TPONYOVPEVOL OLOVA TPOYUATOTTONON-
KOV KATA KOLPOUC TEPLOPIOUEVEC EPYOAGIEC GUVINENGNG GTO
pvnuelo amd v Apyaiodoyikn Ymnpeoio. 1o mAaicio tov
' KIIE vAomondnkav epyacieg amokatdotacng, GuvInenoeng
koL avadergng omé v 23n Egopela Butavtivov Apyatotitov,
GUUPOVO. e TNV EYRERPLUEVN UEAETN, ROODMC TO KADOAKS elye
vmootel ekteTapéveg 6Aabec.

Ot @dopéc opeiloviav kuplwg oTIC KONLNGEC TOV €4~
(POUC, GTN GEIGUIKN OPAGTNELOTNTA TNG TEPLOYXNG KAL GTNY €T
€N AT GLVTNENGY, PE ATOTEAEGUO TIC PIOPEC GTNY KEPA-
POG6N TNG GTEYNG, TIC PNYROTOGELS GTOVC VO TPOVAOUG KAL GTNY
TolyoToLia, TN pepkn aokOAANGY TwV Aldvwv vIteP VPV, TNV
VYPOGLO GTNY 0pOPN KAl GTOVC Tolyoug kat 11 6Ad6n atov Tol-
YOYPOPIKO SLAKOGU.O.

lo va avtipetonioTody To Tapandve TpobAnpota Tpoy-
LLOTOTIOMNONKE OTEPEWON TNC OEUEAMONG KOl KATOGKEVAGTN-
ke 0TooTpoyyeTikh Tdppog (12). Ttn cuvéyelo VAOTOMNINKAY
epyaocieg evioyuong Tov PEPOVTOC 0PYOVIGUOD TOU V0.0V, POV
TEONYNONKE KADOPLGPOC TNC ToLyoTolag oo TNV dtddAn Ka
Toug PUTIOUC pe NITLaC Lop@PNg VOPOBOAN. ZuyKkekpIUEVA, TOTO-
0etNdnkav petoAiol avoleidwtol eARVGTNPEEC KAl DALTTTNPEC

During the excavations to the east of the church, which
preceded the restoration, two burials and the foundations
of the tripartite sanctuary were revealed. The most impor-
tant find of the excavation was the silver coin from Ragu-
sa (present Dubrovnik), dated in 1646, and forms evidence
to support the view that in the mid-17th century extensive
works were carried out in the area of the Monastery (11).

From the mid-20th century onwards small-scale works
of conservation were carried out at the monument by the
Greek Archaeological Service. Restoration, conservation and
enhancement works, formulated within the 3rd Community
Support Framework, were carried out by the 23rd Ephorate
of Byzantine Antiquities. An approved restoration plan was
applied to the Katholikon Church, which suffered severe
damages.

The damages were mainly caused by surface sinking in
the area, by earthquakes and by long — term deficient conser-
vation. All the above resulted to damages on the roof tiling,
to cracks in both the domes and the wall masonry, to a par-
tial detachment of the stone lintels, and finally to humidity
and moisture damages on the ceiling, on the walls and on the
wall paintings.

The above mentioned problems required a series of
measures, including the foundation stabilization and a
drainage trench (12). The
load-bearing elements of
the structure were rein-
forced, after the masonry
was cleaned by soot and
dirt with mild water pres-
sure methods. In particular,

T

amé mehekntn dypro kactovid (13), evioxhdnke n Mdodopn pe
evépata kol appoloyfuata (14), Tpaypatomodnkov epyaci-
e¢ TePloPLENG TV TPOVA®Y KoL TOTTOIETNINKAY TILOGYNUOL Ye-
TaAAKOl GUVOEGUOL GTOV KOGUNTN TOU TPOVAOL TOU KVPIKC Va-
o0 (15). Extiong, amokatactddnkay 10 34medo, 0. KOVPOUAT
kat 1 6téyn Tov vaol (16,17) kat GLYVTNPEAINKE 0 TOLXOYPAPIKGC
ddkrocpog 6to 6UVoAd tov (18). H cuvexng ypnon touv yopou
KOL N TTPOGKLYNUOTIKY Kivnon entéBalav epyacieg avadiapdp-
PWONC KoL €VOToineng Tou avAelov xopou tne Movig, petald
TOV OTOlLY GNULOVTIKA NTav N dtdotpwon Tov TePlGAAAovTOC
x®pov Tov vaov pe AdémAakeg (19,20).

stainless steel ties and chestnut wood struts were installed
(13), and the masonry was reinforced by grout injections
and crack filling with mortar (14). Tension rings were ap-
plied around the domes and “II”’- shaped metal connectors
were inserted in the cornice of the nave dome (15). Al-
so, the dome window frames, the floor and the roof were
restored (16,17), while the wall paintings were fully con-
served (18). Finally, the continuous use of the church and
the frequent pilgrim visitors to the monastery imposed the
extensive remodeling and unification of the yard, includ-
ing its lining with stone slabs (19,20).
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