oToug NuUpyoug tng EuPolag
welcome to the towers of Euboea
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MaBaivovtag yia toug nupyous

O1 nupyol, dnpioupynuata OpdyKwyv PeoudapXwV OTO VNOi, UPwvovTal
eniBAntikoi o€ AOPOUG, O KEVIPIKEG 0OIKEG APTNPIES, 0€ EUPOPES KOl -
AAdeg, Y€oa o€ OIKIOPOUG, Kal VIUNWAIAJouV PEXPI ONHUEPA MAPEXOVTAG
noAutipeg NnAnpo@opieg yia to napeABov. Eival ktiopata aUpBoAa tng
(PEOUDAPXIKNG KoIVwViag nou avantuxbnke otnv EUBola anod tov 130 £wg
Tov 150 aiwva, 6nws akpiBwg cupPaivel Tnv enoxn autn @’ oAGkAnpn

n dutikn Eupcdnn. Ztov nUpyo JIapEVEl O APXOVTIAG PEOUDAPXNG HE TNV
OIKOYEVEIA TOU, EVM 0l UNNPETEG Kal 0Aol 6001 PPoVTIouV YIa TIG AVAYKES
Kal TNV ado@AAeld Tou KatolkoUv yUpw ano autov. KabBe nipyog opwg eival
ndavw anoé 6Aa €va duvaudpl, N povn APuva Tou @eouddpxn otig e€wtepl-
KEG anelAég. Eival eniong, To KEVIPO TNG OIKOVOUIKNG dpaoTnpldTNTag piag
€UPUTEPNG MEPIOXNG, OMouU ol UNoteAeiG Tou peouddpxn kaAAiepyoulv tn yn,
diafiwvovtag og xwpId.

Tnpepa owdovtal yUpw otoug 55 nupyoug, pe 1I31aiTepn MUKVOTNTA OTO
KEVTPIKO TUNHA Tou vnaolou. Eival opBoyivieg KATAOKEUEG Kal atnv MAel-
ovétnta anotelouvtal and 106yeio, dUo opoPOoUG Kal dwpa pe eNAASeIS.
Eowtepikd ol 6po@ol kaAuntovtal gite pe §UAIVEG opo®Eg nou atnpidovtal
oe dokdpla eite pe AiBivoug npikuAivdpikoUg BoAoug. Ta avoiypata eival
Aiya. H eicodog Bpioketal otov npwto épogo. H npoéoBacn oe autnv Ba
yivétav pe §UAIvn KAipaka, nou elkoAa Ba pnopolce va agaipebei oe ne-

,

pintwon Kivduvou. Tnv egoxn NAvw anod thv NOPTa KOOHEl TO 0IKOCNEO Tou
@eouddpxn 1I810KTNTN Tou NUpyou. Mdptupeg yia tnv kabnuepivi Jwn tou
apxovta anotelouv ta Ktiotd t{dkia yia th BE€ppavon Tou Xwpou, Ta npo-
OKUVNTAPIA Yia TNV KaBnpepIvin Mpooguxn, ta eppdpia yia thv anobnkeuon
QVTIKEIPEVWY, TA ANoXwPENTNPIA e TN Jop@n KAgIoToU pnaAkoviou.
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Finding out about the Towers*'

The towers created by Frankish feudal lords, are an imposing sight
whether located on hills, alongon central medieval routes, within fertile
valleys, or inside settlements. Today they still impress the visitor and
provide valuable information about the past. They are landmarks of

the feudal society which developed in Euboea during the 13th - 15th
centuries, conforming to contemporary western European models. The
feudal lord and his family resided in the tower. Lodgings for the servants
and for all those attending to his needs and safety were situated in the
surrounding area. Above all, every tower was a stronghold against enemy
attacks. Moreover, it was an epicenter of economic activity for the lands
cultivated by the lord’s vassals, who dwelt in the surrounding villages.

Nowadays, around 55 towers remain in Euboea, concentrated mostly

in the central area of the island. They are rectangular constructions,
usually consisting of a ground floor, two storeys and an open terrace roof
with battlements. Internally the rooms were covered either with wooden
ceilings resting on beams or with stone barrel vaults. There are few
openings and the gate, which was located on the first floor, was accessed
by a wooden staircase which could easily be removed in case of attack.
Over the door there is often a square niche for placing the lord’s coat of
arms. Linked to the lord’s daily life were the fireplaces for heating, the
oratory adorned with portable icons or even murals for daily prayers, the
alcoves on the wall for storage, and the latrines in the form of a projecting
box on corbels.
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O1 “Aidupol” Mupyol
v neploxn tou AnAdvtiou nediou,
avatoAikd Tou olkiopoU MUtika deondlouv
dUo nupyol, yvwotoi wg «Aidupol Mupyor».
O avatoAikdg eival mio eniBANTIKAG,
peyaAUtepog Kal kaAUtepa dopnpévog. Exel
106YEIO0, TPEIG 0POPOUG Kal, KATECTPAUHEVO
onpepa, dwpa. O napakeipevog SUTIKOG
nupyog éxel avéloya xapaktnpiotikd, aAAd
diatnpei 1g endA&eig tou oe oxnpa V. Tov
onpepivd eniokéntn §agviadel n téco
KOvTIVA Toug andotaon. ‘Exouv BewpnBei
padi pe tov nUpyo tou BaoiAikoU Kai to
YEITOVIKO KAOTPO twv OUAWY, THAA
pIag apuvtikng aAucidag nupywy Katd
MNKOG Tou notapou AnAavta, og Kaipia
onpeia Twv BacIKwV 0dIKWY apTnpIwY
G {WTUKNAG ONPAciag autng NepIoxng.
Eniong, éxel diatunwBei n dnown ot n
yertviaon toug mbavwg opeiletal otnv
avaykn kKAnpovopikng dieuBétnong tng
OIKOYEVEIOKNG akivntng neplouaiag.

O nupyog oto Audwvdpi
210 KEVTPO TOU OHMVUHOU Xwplou,
dlatnpeital €wg oNPEPA 0TO APXIKO
Tou Uyog. O1 endAgeig Tou, Nou €xouv
petaokeuaoBel (ote va eNITpEnouv
xpnon NupofoAwv dnAwv unodeikvliouv
TN GUVEXN XPNON TOU KTNPIOU Kal PETA TN
peoalwVIKN nepiodo.
To AuAwvdpi Katd T PHECAIWVIKA Nepiodo
eival 131aitepa nAouaoio kal anotelei €dpa
Tou Pp€oudou nou unaydtav otov Bevetd
Bdiho tng XaAkidag. Adyw twv aneidwv
and toug ToUpkoug aAAd Kal Toug
®pdykoug Kail Toug KataAavoug Mneipatég,
autovopeital S10IKNTIKA Kal yivetal
OTPATIWTIKG, DIOIKNTIKO KAl OIKOVOUIKO
KEVTPO TNG eUpUTEPNG
neploxng tou. MNpootatevetal
ané dvo peydia kdotpa, To
Potiri ota véua tou oikiopou
kai to BpuAikd Cuppa otn
Bpuon, oe ouvduacpo pe
nupyoug diAoNaptoug ota

GA\a xwp1d ™G NePIOXNG.
4.6kim e °

Avlonari, Tower
The tower which is located in the centre of
the village still retains its original height.
The battlements, which have been con-
verted to allow the use of artillery, indicate
the continued use of the building beyond
the mediaeval period.
During the mediaeval period, Avlonari,
which was a particularly prosperous
area, was the seat of the feudal lord who
answered to the Venetian authorities in
Chalkida. Due to the threat not only of the
Turks but also of Frankish and Catalan
pirates, the area was administratively
independent and became the military,
administrative and economic centre of
the wider district. It was pro-
tected by two castles; Potiri
to the south of the settlement
and the legendary Cuppa, in
combination with other towers
scattered throughout the vil-
lages of the area.
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PoBiég

O nipyog oug PoBiég

210 KEVTPO TOU GUYXPOVOU OIKIGHOU,
anotelei évav and toug peyaAUtepoug
nupyous g EUPoIag. Zuoxetidetal pe

tov louAigApo BiMeapdouivo, npiykina
g Axaiag, o onofog eKOTPATEUCE OTNV
neploxn petagl twv ety 1256-1258 yia
va d1ekdIknoel tn Bapovia twv Qpewv.

Rovies, Tower

One of the largest towers of Euboea is sit-
uated in the centre of the modern village.
It has been associated with Guillaume de
Villehardouin who campaigned in the area
between 1256 and 1258 in order to as-
sert his claim over the Barony of Oreoi.

Aagpvoica

Aagvouoa, nipyog tou Mnéda

Y€ KOUPIKO onpeio otoug Nponodeg Tou
6poug KavdnAi, dutikd tou oIkiopoU tng
Aapvouoag katontevel OAn Tnv NPog
Boppd neploxn Tou, evwd and autdv
J1gPXATAV Kal 0 PHECAIWVIKOG dPOHOG
npog tnv neploxn tng Aipvng. H npéoBaon
OTO €0WTEPIKO TOU YIvdtav anod tov
NPWTO OPOPO PECW MNETPIVNG KAIUOKAG
KTiopévng otn Bopeia dyn, k&t nou eival
acuvnBioto yia ta dedopéva tng EUPBolag.

Dafnousa. Tower of Bezas

The tower is built on a key point at the
foot of mount Kandili to the west of the
Dafnousa settlement and it offers a direct
view towards the north, while it guards
the medieval road that would lead to the
area of Limni. Access to the tower interior
was provided at first storey level through a
stone-built stairway on the north side, an
uncommon feature in Euboea.

O NMUpyog twv MoArtkov

‘Evag and toug Mo evIunwaolakoug
nUpyoug oto vnoi, owetal akEPAIOg
€VTOG TOU OIKIoPOU 01O apxIkd Tou UYog,
18,50 p. pe tg endA€eig. E§wtepika
napoucialetal wg otBapn Kataokeun
pe AItéG Oyelg kal Alyootd avoiyuata.
Eowtepikd xwpiletal oe 1€00epIg
0POPOUG MOU EMIKOIVWVOUV PeTagy
toug pe EUAIvn okdAa. O1 to§oBupideg
OTOUG TOIXOUG ToU ONAWVOUV TOoV

oxupd Tou xapakthpa. O teAeutaiog
0poPog, anoteAei to dwudtio nou
diapével o peouddpxng. Eival o mAéov
eUPUXWPOG Kal PWTEIVOG, oTeyaletal

pe NIKUAIVOPIKG BOAo Kkai diabétel
TdKI Kal TouaAéta. Xnpepa, anoteAel
ENIOKEYIPO PVNUEIO PETA TIG EPYATiEg
QnoKatdotaong Tou oto NAdiclo tou
EXMA (2007-2013). H npéofacn oto
E0WTEPIKO TOU EMITUYXAVETAI XApN OTN
dnuioupyia véag PETaAIKNG KAipaKag
Kal TNV anokataotaon twv SUAIVwv
NATWPATWY OTIG APXIKEG OTABES.
‘EkBeon pe nAnpo@opiakd UAIKO yia Tov
id10 Tov NUPYo Kal TNV eupUTEPN NEPIOXN
OUMNANPWVEI TO €pYo TNG avadel§ng Tou
pvnpeiou.

Politika, Tower

Undoubtedly one of the most impressive
towers of the island. It is preserved intact
reaching a height of 18,50m up to its
battlements. Externally it has an austere
appearance, with few openings. The inte-
rior is divided into four storeys connected
to each other with wooden ladders. The
arrowslits on the walls indicate the build-
ing’s military character. The primary living
area was located on the most spacious
vaulted top floor, equipped with large
windows, a fireplace and a latrine. Nowa-
days, the monument is open to the public
following the restoration works within the
National Strategic Reference Framework
(NSRF 2007-2013). Access to the interior
is possible thanks to the construction of
a new metal staircase and the restoration
of the wooden floors on each level. The
exhibition housed in the tower contains
information on the building and the sur-
rounding area.

MoArtika Tp1Gda

Mupyog Tp1Gdag

>tnv 006 nou cuvdgel T Tpidda pe

ta Waxvd, oe pia and Tg nio ypapIkeg
tonoBeoieg tng EUBoiag, diabétel Béa
npog to 6pog Aippu Kal tnv edpopn
nedidda twv Waxvwv. Anoteholoe
niBavdv tnv €3pa tonikoU YaloKTNPOVA Kal
d1aopdAIle Tov éAeyxo TNG NePIOXNG aANd
Kkal T {wn Tou aypotikol NAnBucpou oe
nepintwon Kivduvou.

Triada, Tower

The tower is situated outside the village,
ca 200m north of the road that con-
nects Psachna with Triada, in one of the
most picturesque sites in Euboea with an
impressive view of the mount of Dirfys. It
is probable that the tower, built on a low
and fertile valley, served as the seat of the
local landowner. It ensured both control
of the area, as well as the safety of local
farmers in case of danger.

XaAkida Muuka¢ Baciliké ®UGAAa

O nidpyog tou BaciAikou

Ywletal akéPalog eVIOg TOU OHWVUHOU
xwpioU otnv elgopn KolAada tou
AnAdvtiou Mediou. O NUpyog onpepa,
éneita and Tig epyacieg avaotnAwong
nou npaypatonolnBnkav oto nAaicio tou
" KMZ (2006-2010), eivar eniokéwigog
yla To Kolvod. Eowtepikd ol dpogol
éxouv anokataotabei pe ta §UAiva
natwpatd Toug. XTov TeAeutaio 6pogo,
XWPOo dlapovng Tou dpxovta peouddpxn,
owdetal to tdaki yia t Béppavon tou
XWPOU Kabwe Kal NpooKuvNTdap! Je
ToIxoypagia tng évBpovng Mavayiag
Bpepokpatoloag nou nepiotoixidetal and
ayyghoug.

Vassiliko. Tower

The tower is preserved intact and is situ-
ated at the centre of the homonymous
village, in the Lelantine Plain. Nowadays
after the restoration works which took
place within the Third Community Support
Framework ( PEP Central Greece 2006-
2010), it is open to the public. In the in-
terior the storeys have been reconstructed
with wooden floors. On the top floor, the
primary living area contains a fireplace

for heating and a fresco of the Virgin and
Child surrounded by angels.

“Twin Towers”

Two imposing towers, known as the “Twin
Towers”, dominate the Lelantine Plain to
the east of the settlement of Mytikas. The
eastern one is larger and more imposing,
carefully built with well-cut blocks. It pre-
serves the ground floor and three storeys,
that would originally end with a flat ter-
race. The nearby western tower has similar
features, but it retains its battlements

in the shape of V. The short distance
between them has provoked diverse in-
terpretations. On the one hand, they have
been considered as part of a “chain” of
towers along the Lelantine Plain, together
with those of Vassiliko and the Castle of
Fylla, with the aim to ensure the safety of
the area. On the other hand, it has been
suggested that their construction was the
mere result of a hereditary arrangement
regarding a large feudal estate.

ANiBépi

O Nupyog oto AANiBépi

Xtiopévog Kovtd otnv akth, ouvdéetal
mBavov pe tn Aeitoupyia Aipaviod otov
KdpaBo kai Ba anéPAene otov éheyxo
NG vauaoinAoiag kal otnv aopdAeia twv
KATOIKWYV TNG MEPIOXNG OE EVOEXOHEVN
neIpatiKn enidpopn.

Aliveri, Tower
The tower is built near the coast and

probably functioned in relation to a harbor

at Karavos in order to control shipping, to
safeguard navigation, as well as to inform
the neighbouring populations of potential
pirate raids.

To KaotéAAl twv OUAAwV

Ktiopévo og andkpnpvo Uywia, enontelel

pépog tng Kevipikng EURolag kal tnv
koIAada tou AnAavta notapou. Ze
noAAG onpeia owdetarl Péxpl TG eNAASEIG
Kai diatnpei to d1ddpopo npodofacng

o€ autéG. Tn voTIodUTIKN ywvia Tou
kataAapBdver peydho Ktnplo, pe 100yeI0
Kal 6pogo. Eniong, evidg tou owdetal
de€apevn yia Tnv anoBnkeuon Tou
Bpoxivou vepou, eve pia oeipd and
pikpdTEPa KTNpIa otn Bopeia NAeupd
eppnvelovtal wg oTPaTwVves. ESm
€yKataotddnke o BpUAIKOG INNdTNG
AIKGpI0G, 0 oMoiog UNoG TNV UNNPEGIa Tou
Budavuvou autokpdtopa ouykpouetal
HE TOUG VIONIOUG (peOUDAPXES Kal aoKei
€\eyxo oe OAn TNV MepIoxn.

Fylla, Castle

The castle occupies the summit of a
rocky and steep outcrop at the edge of a
cliff overlooking a part of central Euboea
and the Lelantine Plain. In many places

it is preserved up to the battlements.

Its southwest corner is occupied by a
large rectangular two-storey building. An
impressive tank is also preserved for the
storage of rain water, while a series of
smaller buildings on the north side have
been interpreted as barracks. The castle
of Fylla was the stronghold of the legend-
ary knight Likarios who was in the service
of the Byzantine Emperor and came into

conflict with the local feudal lords over the

control of the area.
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